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Living in the moment ...

[ s
ﬁda‘v wishes®aithe World Champion and sire'af merit - Gazal Al Shagab

Interview by Urszula teczycka (arabhorsepromotion.com)
Photos: Michael Byatt and Michael Byatt's archives

wrvoundsd by some of the finest and wmost titled Arabian

forses in the world residing ar fis peacefal XiXth

centrry farm at New Ulm, Texas, Michael Byatt is one
of the most recopnized lorsemen in our commanity, a persan —
freeder; rider and trainer; whose name became the anthority for
many, and the anapproachable example for the athers. Visiting
Michael Byair's i visiting one of those rarve places where you
can meet severval multiple Wordd, US National and Seotisdale
Champion forses one by another with great Gazal Al Shagab,
Marwan Al Shagab, Parys Bl Jamaal, or Besson Caral — just
fo name the feo, as well as the finest Ef Shaklan, Al Jamaal
ar Bey Shah dawgliters tn the breeding bava, Michael Byatt iz
mast knocon for his show ring suecesses which began over 40
vears aga i Albuguergue, New Mexico,  Hewever, Michael
sayvs, “My favorite moments by far are wor the public
mamients”, Celebrating fus 40 year caveer with Avabian horses

we have the unigue oppertumily to ook doser into Michael

www.tuttoarabi.com

| Byant’s won-horse passions presenting  some of his great
L platagraph and glingpse of private life in a tald that, of conrse,
© conelaln’t meiss the smportant horse-related wp to date problems. ..

Turte Arabi: What is your faverite photo you ever
- took?

Michael Byatt: | cannor really claim a favorite photograph,
i rake photegrapls, but to be g ploographer reguives o morve
| developed sopliistication than | have. T owm a camera is nor
equal to being a photographer. My goal fr lo continwe
develaping wey skills, One day T wmay re-visit my “title”, bt for
mewe e woill feave it that T enjay photegraphy as a hobiby. With
i all aof thar being said, [ love to take photographs for my own
i personal jowrney. I take my camera neanly everyeohiere I go as
P wever know when the right light swill interest me, or a

| shadote, a composition that I eannat resist, & bivd, a building, a
| herse, a perion, there are so many possibilities, | appreciate

wrany Hiings that pust happen as a result of faving my eves apen

i and being tuned in to wwhat &5 happening around me. Havinga
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camera allows me to enjoy the experience much longer than just
having it fn my memory. Photograplny is also fun to share!

we all know about you, photography and painting

also interest you, What do these non horse passions
i breeding will be developing in the future or how it
. should be?

bring into your life? Do they influence your horse
world and how?

MB: | have many passions in addition to photegraphy and

pamnting. These twwo you mention are important to my life's |

experience. Both purswits allowe me o memarialize moments,

eitfer in my imagimation er in yeal life that I find importans. 1
i and nice motion (fust not extreme) then there is a problem <with
: judying and thase fudges showld be called into guestion. We da

also fike the creative process, afthough &t might add fo one's
insanity a bit. [ am not comvinced someome like me is ever
satisfied with what [ am able to create. Photograply, the arts,
harses, pust like my family, my other animals
sifluence each otfrer and recoard me in enormons woays,

¢ show horse breeding is mostly about the shape of
: head and expressive movements as the maost
. important also the importance of these features in
TA: Besides the great Arabian horse passion that
. breeders to run for the pretty heads only. Do you

show judgment in consequence pushes a lot of

think this is true and so how the show horse

i MB: Yes, I think it is troie. And if someone wants to otm and
breed @ forse [ike that then [ think they showld go for it
i However; if these horses ave woinning major championships and

there are comparable horses to choase from, it predty heads

iowot wwant fo gerf fo the poit where we are breeding a useless

- all of these

frorse thar fooks fike a Pameranian,

TA: Being an artist you look on a horse as a piece
TA: One may have an impression that the modern

of art - but the horse you are going to judge must
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Living in the moment ...

also fit the standard of the breed when it comes to
the particular conformation, correciness... How do
you combine those things to find the balance
between the general, artistic look and the details of
conformation?

ME: [ do nat really say that | fook ai a horse “as a piece of
that must not be attvibuted to me. What I do say is that

I want to be affected by the ariisiry witfien a forse - very

art”

different. Art mioves me. And in looking at a horse, I want 1o be
morved &y sometling coithin that fovse. 1t conld be spivil, or
carriage, coloy, or many things. A herse woith no artistic valne
i bering.  But a hovse mugt be a good, sound, wsalle animal

woith soltd sovwcinre; add to that a horse coith “ariisic

elements” and then we really have sonething.

Td: Do you paint from nature or from your
imagination? Do your imaginary horses resemble
the real ones?

www.tuttoarabi.com
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MB: | paint horses more from imagination becawse | want ta
: rake full artistic license in whae T put docom. T do wot care 5o

much to be an ilustrator or to docment everything exactly as
it meight be. There ave other methods to capenre that vesult, T
want to be free of constraint when § draww or paint.

TA: So did you ever bred or saw the horse of your
dreams?

MB:; Horses are my dyeam ...

T4: You are one of those rare people closely
connected with some of world’s most famous
horses in the world like the great stallions of merit
— Gazal Al Shagab, Marwan Al Shagab, Parys El
Jamaal, Besson,.. Which of the famous horses

- influenced your look on Arabian horse mowadays

the most?

. MB: I have had a long career in hovses. Before the career in
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harses, I had horses. T single out one wonld be impossible. For
Tarions reasans, one horse or another has had a life changing
effece on me. These fiovses, just as they were able to clrange my
life, wwere able to change the breed Sa wminch has been woritten
about the horses T have been fnvolved with, I like to say that
the horse diself — all of them changed and influenced my life

af the histary of the Avabian fhorse, | have been able to make
history. That is very fnmbling.

TA: If you could point three most important
Sfeatures describing a good horse breeder it would
be...

MB: Good taste, Education, Patrence.

TA: Nowadays the horse industry seem to be more
like a strict business with all its cruel rules more
than romantic vision of horse and human
relationship. Love for someone or something needs

i time, patience, care and compromises — while the

i business is more about reaching goals and earning
. money in the short time sometimes in a cruel way.
: How do you find the balance between these worlds
. that Arabian horses face nowadays — being a
i sensitive and animal loving person?

dramatically,. With them, [ have not only been able o be pare
{ MB: It is wery difficult to reconcile the treatment of animals as
i a means to an end (toinning) that we now see in 30 many show
arenas arownd the world, It is degrading to the animals. T
have treicd to_forward the conversation in a public way and to

bring attention to the need for change. I fave helped. Together
3 wwith many in my peer group, we have changed the use of ginger

i the American show ring. We still have a ways to go bur we
¢ have helped. In the end the only person I can absolutely contral
§ is me. I care about and leve hovses, I also have truck loads of
trapltics that preve yau can have it bath ways, compassion and
i swecess. It does nat have to be one or the other. AN of the above
i being said, the public (and the 1C) watching a show also need
i 1o be cducated and understand what they are secing so the
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and feard a lot of apinions that are absolutely false as to what
5 considered  abusive,
coitsegnences when sneducated apinions are taken as facr. This
is wot meeant to diminish the reality that abuse does exist. 1 seel
to educate, because throuph education, both abuser and accuser
fearn,

minutes to read a book... You are in the jouwrney for
200 days per year and you still have a fime to enjoy

your receipt for avoiding the everyday stress and
[ind a time for your non-horse passions?

MBE: The fact is that wire, at wmy age, i ] oo not seize on time

as one of the most valwable commoditics, I never will Ihave o
make time for all of these things. Working as | have done for
decades, allowos me this luxwry and I am very appreciative of

the gift.

Living in the moment ...

conclusions they reach are well informed and just. 1 have seen |
* visited so far?
There are far reaching wegative
. MB: Diffienlt to say! Machu Picchu s incredible. Paris i
- wery fmportant to me - 1 have been going to Paris since 1971
and it ir always  ingpiving...
Thailand. .. - roo many... And this is really a privilege to be
| able to say that there have been TOO MANY 1o list.

TA: Most of us have a problem even to find five

. TA: And the one you have never been so far and
- you would like to visit?

sightseeing, ftennis, painting, writing... What is

: MB: India, China, Patagonia. ..to name a few.

www.tuttoarabi.com
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TA: What is your favorite place in the world you

Northern  New Mexico,

- TA: When you arrive to the new place that you
. want to discover — where you make your first steps

fo?

. MB: [ think it is so important to fust walk out the door wwith
i an gpen mind
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TA: And afiter the journeys you used to write the

printed?

MB: If my body of werk ever twas complete enongh to tell an
fnteresting story and | conld alsn be proficient emongh o
itlustrate 1t T think that wonld be a fin project. Let’s get back
to this ae a later date. Mavbe Thtto Avabi will publish it ... ?

TA: Where and when did you get your most
impaortant life experience to be horsemen? Was
there any particular person that influenced your
look on the horse?

MB: The mast valuwable fessons in forsemansiip T recefved
were the earliest. My early childlivod was spent with horses,
not shotwing horses, bt WITH horses. Together with my
childhood friends sve learmed everything about them throngh 4

| anrselves, twe wwanted to do everything ourselves. We did not
trip diaries... Do you think we could ever have the :
book written and illustrated by Michael Byatt to be
we teere very aitentive to their well beimg, This in frself tanght

have groums; wwe did not have horses for ribbons or money. Chr
forses” Irves were divectly related 1o the care we gave them 5o

D ws 5o muwch. The way we were educated abowt all things
i eguestrian tvas by doing. Our instructors wonld take apart a
briclle and toss all the pieces in a heap and make ws fearn abont
i the bridle and how to put it together: We conld not saddle up
i wnless all the feet had been picked and looked ar. Nor conld woe
saddle until owr harses wwere completely groomed. Awd at the
i end of the day twe never left wntil onr farses had been put up
¢ properly and eaten their meals. And ane last thing that my
i great teacher Ethel Ortenburger tanght us was fo give a carvol
in the evening fo vour horse. Ifa horse (that woas wsed to cating
i them) did not cat their carvot, they might wot be wwell. We
i Jearned a lot about onr horses by them eating, and of conrse, by
cleanmg their stalls. By the time T did stary shotoing horses, T
{ knew a lor about horses and could pay attention to developing

3y skills as a showoman. This was very valuable,

— H progroms and gust riding We had to do everything
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TA: Which point of your horsemen career was for

muast satisfying?

MB: Taday is the most important. The horses 1 have bred, |
managed, shovon and lved weith have made an impact; they
have changed the landscape of the breed forever: I am able 1o
switness firsthand swhat my efforts have domwe. The fact that T
am still relevant and part of the conversation is wonderfid,
Wha knew? 1 entered all of this innocendly, without

expectations, and the ride has lasted over 40 years.

TA: If Michael Byatt would not be a horse trainer
and breeder who e would be — professionally? i

MB: I vas going to be a harse breeder [ trainer. .. there twas no

ather passibility. 1 tell my kids: “followe your passions”, “wake

South Africa scenery © M.Byatt

| wp every day excited about swhat you do”. I listened to my heart
you so far the most important and which one the wihen athers eere telling me to followe a different patle like my
i father who i a D of Physics. I listened to wiyself and this fas

been a wonderfid foseney. I hape my kids will listen to their

freart.

TA: Do you imagine your own life in the future -
where it would be and what you would like to do?

MB: [ am really trying to live in the moment ...
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